Notes
JAFFAR
James Henry Leigh Hunt (1784-1859), an essayist and poet,
of revolutionary principles. His paper The Examiner (started in
1808) was the means (in 1816) of introducing Shelley and Keats
to the public. He was imprisoned for casting reflections on the
Prince Regent (1813). He knew nearly all the great men of
letters of his time, and his Autobiography (1850, enlarged 1860)
is thus a most interesting book.
Haroun-al-Raschid (765-809) was of the Abbassid race, and
caliph of the East, his capital being at Bagdad (on the Tigris).
Though sometimes cruel to his enemies, he was, on the whole,
an enlightened and beneficent ruler; his court was filled with
poets and men of letters and learning; and it is probable that
the Arabian Nights9 Entertainments (in which he figures) were
composed during his reign. He maintained friendly relations
with Charlemagne.
i. Jqffdr, or Jaafer, was not himself vizier, i.e. prime minister,
of Haroun, but the vizier's son and tutor of Haroun's second
son. He had incurred Haroun's displeasure by marrying
Haroun's sister, and was accordingly put to death with his wife.
He belonged to the princely Persian family of Barmek (Bar-
mecide), which is best known to Western readers through the
rich Barmecide in the Arabian Nights ('The Barber's Sixth
Brother') who provided a splendid feast for hungry Shacabac,
in which food and drink were purely imaginary quantities.
8. Araby. The old form of 'Arabia', now restricted to poetry.
17.  caliph (spelt also 'calif'), A successor of Mohammed; a
Mohammedan chief, civil and religious ruler.   The Eastern
Caliphate was founded by Abou-Bekr at Mecca, and trans-
ferred to Bagdad by the Abbassids.  It lasted altogether from
632 to 1258.
18.  mutes. Oriental servants (especially in the harem) whose
tongues have been removed that they may reveal no secrets.
32. the Tartar. The Tartars (more correctly 'Tatars') were
a Mongolian tribe, which, in the thirteenth century under
Jenghiz Khan, founded the Mongolian Empire. The word
Tartar' has been extended to tribes of Turkish race inhabiting
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